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2020 Beloved Community 
Photography Exhibit
When: All day
Where: South City Campus, George S. & 
Dolores Doré Eccles Gallery

The Musical of Musicals (The 
Musical!)
When: 7:30 p.m.
Where: South City Campus, Grand 
Theatre

Self Care & Sweets
When:12 – 1:30 p.m.
Where: Jordan Campus, JHS Auditorium

Presentation Skills Lab
When: 9 – 11 a.m.
Where: Taylorsville, TB 323A 

Business Leaders Forum with 
Jeff Scott
When: 1 – 2 p.m.
Where: Taylorsville, BB 123 

Art & Activism
When: 12 - 1:30 p.m.
Where: Taylorsville, STC 

Black History Month Movie 
Screening: "American Son"
When: 12 - 1 p.m.
Where: Taylorsville, STC room 221/222

Fempowered
When: 2 - 3 p.m.
Where: South City Campus, GSSRC 
1-140

Unsilenced: A Personal Journey 
Toward Social Justice for 
Indigenous People
When: 12 - 1:30 p.m.
Where: Taylorsville, STC, Oak Room

The Musical of Musicals (The 
Musical!) 
When: 2 p.m.
Where: South City Campus, Grand Theatre 

Truth in Tuition 
When: 11:45 a.m.- 12:30 p.m.
Where: Taylorsville, STC 

Unsung Sheroes Awards 
Luncheon 
When: 12- 2 p.m.
Where: Taylorsville, STC

Civically Engaged Scholars 
Annual Showcase 
When: 4- 6 p.m.
Where: Taylorsville, STC

Write it Out! 
When: 3 - 4:30 p.m.
Where: South City Campus, GSSRC 1-140
 
The Art of Emotional Wellbeing 
When: 2- 3 p.m.
Where: Taylorsville, STC, room 223/225

Voices of Diversity  
When: 11 am.- 12 p.m.
Where: Taylorsville, STC, room 217
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What’s Hip, Hot, & Happenin’ on Campus 

Imagine stepping up to the plate down by one run. It’s the final inning, the 
bases are loaded, and there are two outs. The entire game depends on you coming 
through. 

Bruins freshman catcher Jake Herman lived that moment earlier this season. 
Entering the bottom of the eighth inning against the South Mountain Cougars, the 
Bruins had scratched across one run, closing the gap to 3-2. With the bases loaded, 
head coach D.G. Nelson tabbed Herman as the guy the Bruins wanted with a bat 
in his hands. Herman came through in a big way. One swing of the bat sent the 
ball screaming over the outfield fence for a walk-off grand slam home run and 6-3 
Bruin victory. 

Following that heart stopping moment, the Bruins have won 8 of 9 games and 
built an overall record of 9-3. Beating the defending NJCAA national champion 
and 6th ranked Central Arizona, before falling to 12th ranked Yavapai College in 
the Arizona tournament.  

The sun might not always be out, and temperatures are still chilly, but Salt Lake 
Community College baseball is ready to get started on its home ballpark the last 
two weekends of February. 

Entering his 15th season, Head Coach D.G. Nelson is excited to get the home 
campaign started. “We need to keep working, but we’re looking forward to playing 
in front of our home fans,” Nelson says. 

Kevin Dustin, director of athletics says, “D.G. is our longest tenured coach on 
the staff. We count on D.G. to, in essence, be the dean of our coaching staff and 
set an example.”  

It is Nelson’s example that helped lead to new LED lighting and new turf at 
Cate Field in West Jordan. But it’s the work with the players on the field that should 
be even more noticeable this season. 

Baseball is often the toughest sport to predict. No matter how much it is studied 
or how much talent coaches think they have on the field, the final result usually 
comes down to pitching. 

“With baseball, depth of pitching is key. This year, it seems like we are lined 
up, knock on wood, to have some depth and maturity in our pitching staff,” says 
Dustin. 

Sophomores LHP Jake Wilson, RHP Breck Eichelberger, RHP Jason James and 
RHP Fynn Chester anchor the starting staff. While several players with extensive 
experience from last season look to help their pitchers defensively in addition to 
run support by spraying the ball all over the diamond this season. 

 “We can really hit,” said Paul Marble, associate director of athletics. “Cole 
Gambill can swing it, Eli [Norman] can crush it, Cade [Perkins] can hit. I’m 
leaving guys out, we have so many options,” says Marble. 

The Bruins began their home slate with doubleheaders against Treasure Valley 
Community College on Feb. 21, winning both games, 8-0 and 20-1 with another 
double header on Feb. 22, also winning both games, 12-2 and 6-0. 

This weekend will see the Bruins take on SWAC foe Colorado Northwestern 
Community College Thursday through Saturday, with a doubleheader scheduled 
for Friday afternoon. Bruins games are streamed online at scenicwestnetwork.com

Bruins baseball builds on experience
Brian Preece 
Staff Writer

Jake Herman swings for a base hit.

Fynn Chester on the mound, pitching against the visiting team, Treasure 
Valley.
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The conversation with Yusef Salaam (right) and Raymond Santana (center) 
was a quiet and intimate event that ended with a standing ovation.

Noah Lewis
Staff Writer

  Wrongfully convicted members of the ‘Exonerated Five’ talk                                                                                                                                             
     about growing up in prison and social justice 

Five naked adolescent boys stand in a correctional facility shower, bracing 
themselves. In the window, grown men, some of whom have committed heinous and 
violent crimes, hammer forcefully on the glass, jeering at the boys. “We’re gonna 
get you,” they yell.  

“It’s a heavy thing to put on a 14-year-old boy,” says Raymond Santana, a member 
of the now celebrated Exonerated Five.  “But, that’s reality.” 

“What do I do? How do I survive?” continues Santana, “You have to grow up 
overnight, something that you’re not ready to do, but you have no choice. You’re in 
a detention center, you can’t scream out for your mama, and you can’t cry. So, you 
have to adapt to your situation, and you have to do it quickly. If you don’t, things 
will start to happen.” 

Santana paints a harrowing picture of incarcerated life as a juvenile in an adult 
correctional facility. Moreover, being labeled sex offenders despite innocence was 
an infuriating designation. 

In 1990, Santana and four other teenage boys – Kevin Richardson, Korey Wise, 
Antron McCray and Yusef Salaam – were wrongfully convicted of the brutal attack 
and sexual assault of a female jogger in New York City’s Central Park. Four of the 
boys, ages 14 and 15, were sentenced to five to 10 years in prison, while 16-year-old 
Wise received up to 15 years. 

Their sentences were vacated in 2002 by a New York judge after DNA evidence 
solely linked another man, Matias Reyes, to the crime.  

“It’s tantamount to wanting the American Dream but living the American 
nightmare,” says Dr. Yusef Salaam, on the experience of serving time as a then-15-
year-old boy. 

Both Santana and Salaam recall a childhood that appears to be in direct conflict 
with the nature of their previously alleged crime.  

“I loved to skateboard, loved hip hop, loved to sketch and draw, and I always had 
a curfew,” recalls Santana. “[I] didn’t have no dealings with the law, I didn’t know 
who Miranda was. I was in my innocence.” 

 ■  Photo by Ty ler Sorensen

Salaam, on the other hand, had an interest in computers and worked with them 
at an early age.  

Beyond lost innocence and diminished dreams, however, the reality of their false 
convictions was even graver. 

“Because they made the mistake of saying five “brutes” committed the crime, 
the real criminal was out there committing more crimes, murdering and assaulting 
several others,” says Salaam.  

“Regardless, we had to make a choice in prison,” continues Salaam. “It’s about 
how you do time and not let time do you, it’s about you grow from something as 
opposed to go through something.”  

While many in Salaam and Santana’s shoes may have lost all hope, the two 
pursued education while serving time. They ultimately left prison with college 
degrees. With this, Santana urges black and brown youth to pursue education, and 
though Salaam and Santana may not see the full fruits of their investment in this 
lifetime, they hope future generations will make their visions realities. 

“The best thing we can do is talk to young kids, who are part of a generation 
that isn’t afraid to speak their minds. You are the policymakers of the future,” says 
Santana. 

Furthermore, Santana urges black and brown youth to take up stations in life 
where affecting change can be done from within “the system.” 

“Whether you want to be a police officer, a firefighter, a judge [or] the president 
of the United States, we need to occupy more of those spaces and affect change that 
way,” he says. 

Santana and Salaam have a tandem message of hope and caution.  
“Black and brown people have been the cattle for ‘the system’ for a long time, but 

what happens when that stops? What’s next? The system will evolve, and they have 
to consider who can’t afford to stay out of the system,” warns Santana. “It doesn’t 
matter about color anymore. It’s about class.” 

Salaam shows reverence for his experience and hopes others with similar stories 
don’t have to be defeated by their circumstances. 

“They need to know they can live their lives as full as they want to, that they were 
born on purpose and with a purpose. That’s what this is all about,” remarks Salaam. 
“We got comeback power, y’all.” 

Raymond Santana, one of the MLK keynote speakers engages with a full 
house at the Grand Theatre on Feb. 18.

Dr. Anthony J. Nocella II presents Raymond Santana a book as a gift.
Yusef Salaam enjoys a moment with the crowd on Feb. 18

Students meet with Santana and Salaam during a day of events at the 
Taylorsville Redwood and South City campuses.
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Angel Peatross
Contributing Writer

A year after being forced to cancel "To Kill a Mockingbird" amid licensing 
disputes, the Grand Theatre will raise the curtain for the show next month. 

Harper Lee's American novel tells the story of a little girl who learns to 
push aside racism in favor of compassion in Depression-era Alabama. The play, 
originally scheduled to grace the stage of the Grand Theatre during the 2018-
19 season, returns to production after last year’s legal battle between the current 
stage play owner and the owner of the previous version, according to the Salt Lake 
Tribune. This year, the Grand Theatre has licensed the rights to Aaron Sorkin’s 
new knockout stage adaptation, currently running on Broadway. 

The Grand’s performance runs March 26 to April 11. 
The decision to cancel last year’s production was prompted by cease-and-desist 

letters from lawyers of the current stage play owner, Rudinplay, which threatened 
damages of $150,000 if the show went forward, the New York Times reports. 

Rudinplay’s lawyers claimed the performance of various community productions 
went against a clause in the original contract that stated productions of the play 
could not be staged “within 25 miles of cities that had a population of 150,000 or 
more in 1960 while a ‘first-class dramatic play’ based on the novel is playing in 

New York or on tour.“ 
At the time, “To Kill  a 
Mockingbird,” written 
by Sorkin, was making 
its Broadway debut and 
was a smash hit. 

Clauses like this are 
usually used to protect 
the financial success of 
larger plays and are not 
uncommon, states the 
New York Times, but 
the move by Rudinplay 
garnered bad press.   

According to the 
Salt Lake Tribune, 
Rudinplay offered all 
theatres who had to 
cancel their previous 
productions the 
opportunity to stage 
the new version of the 
play–royalty-free–as a 
peace offering. 

There are other 
reasons, however, 
why “To Kill a 
Mockingbird” will be 
a part of the Grand’s 
spring season.  

“We didn’t want to 
pass up the chance to be 
the regional premiere of 

the production,” says 
Seth Miller, executive 
director of the Grand 
Theatre. “We also 
wanted to be able to 
bring this story to life 
on our stage. That’s 
why we wanted to do 
it in the first place.” 

The new version 
of the play will 
feature many 
differences from the 
original, particularly 
through the main 
narrative. The original 
was cast with two 
actors–an adult and a 
child–playing Scout 
as a “memory piece of 
her reflecting on all the 
events that happened,” 
says Suni Gigliotti, 
marketing coordinator 
for The Grand.  

“[In] the new 
production,” Gigliotti 
explains, “the actors 
who portray the kids 
are older actors who 
jump [from] 30 to 9 
years old, so the same 
actor is playing … the two [ages].” 

Single tickets are free for current Salt Lake Community College students with 
OneCards and are discounted for faculty and staff. Tickets are available at the 
Grand Theatre Box Office at South City Campus. For additional details, visit 
grandtheatrecompany.com

‘To Kill a Mockingbird’ opens after legal delay 

CENSUS 2020 BEGINS ONLINE
MARCH 12, 2020 

The U.S. Census helps fund our schools, health care, 
roads, and other important parts of our community.

It’s quick, easy to fill out and confidential.

VIS IT  SLCO.ORG/CENSUS 
FOR MORE INFORMATION

PUEDE V IS ITAR  SLCO.ORG/CENSUS 
PARA OBTENER MÁS INFORMACIÓN

WATCH FOR A CENSUS BUREAU LETTER WITH  
INSTRUCTIONS ARRIVING IN MAILBOXES SOON

“We didn’t want to pass up the chance 
to be the regional premiere of the 
production.”

                                              - Seth Miller

"Mockingbird" opens March 26, after a legal battle 
forced the Grand to cancel the production for the 
2018-2019 season.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING
Salt Lake Community College is proposing a potential increase in 
student tuition rates. 
 
This tuition rate increase might range from 0% to 3%, which is an 
increase of between $0 to $51 per semester for a full-time resident 
undergraduate student.  

All concerned students and citizens are invited to a public hearing 
on the proposal to be held at the Salt Lake Community College 
Taylorsville - Redwood Campus, 4600 S. Redwood Road, Room 
AAB 428, at 8 a.m. or as soon thereafter as reasonably feasible on 
March 4, 2020.
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Elias Hansen 
Contribuiting Writer

Students and faculty dressed in vivid colors gathered Feb. 20 at the Taylorsville 
Redwood Campus to participate in a long-awaited event about diversity and 
multiculturalism. The colorful costumes from different regions of the world 
like the Caribbean, Asia and the Middle East represented the various cultures 
and countries. The Salt Lake Community College Student Association hosted 
the event, “The Student Center of Flags and Languages,” and displayed all the 
international flags hanging in the Student Center in recognition of International 
Mother Language Day.  

Since 2000, millions have celebrated 
International Mother Language Day to 
“promote linguistic and cultural diversity and 
multilingualism,” according to the United 
Nations website at un.org/en/observances/
mother-language-day. SLCCSA wants to show 
appreciation for the many individuals from various countries attending the school. 

“This event allows for a more inclusive culture around Salt Lake Community 
College and fits well into the [school’s] mission values of equity,” says Vukota 
Brunker, central region vice president for SLCCSA.   

Brunker says he wanted to bring the flags to SLCC after going on a Utah Valley 
University campus tour and seeing UVU raise awareness of its own students, 
faculty and staff from different backgrounds by holding similar events.  

Charles Lepper, vice president for Student Affairs and Enrollment Management, 
says the flags represent more than the countries of the world. 

“Each flag is beautiful in its own way and has its own story and history and own 
significance for hope and dreams,” he says. “As I thought about that, each of us are 
like the flags represented here. We each come from different places, perspectives, 
dreams, challenges and hopes. While each of us are beautiful in our own right, 
when you put them all together, that really weaves together a great story, place and 
perspective.” 

Dozens of attendees at the celebration dressed in traditional attire from 
their countries. Kamal Bewar, student success 
coordinator from Kurdistan, wore a hat with 
his national colors, and Sendys Estevez, student 
success coordinator from the Dominican Republic, 
wore a ruffled blue and white skirt. 

Jeremy Hagley, a sophomore studying 
sociology, says his interest in multiculturalism 

drew him to the event.  
“I heard it was happening and decided  to come, because I really like cultures 

and people,” he explains.  
Another reason for attending the commemorating celebration was the variety of 

international treats provided.  
International Mother Language Day is observed every year on Feb. 21. It is also 

the first year for SLCC to be holding its celebration. For more information, contact 
the Office of Diversity and Multicultural Affairs at slcc.edu/diversity/contact.aspx. 

Cultural celebration highlights diverse traditions 

“This event allows for a more inclusive 
culture around Salt Lake Community 
College and fits well into the [school’s] 
mission values of equity.”

                                              - Vukota Brunker

"Mockingbird" opens March 26, after a legal battle 
forced the Grand to cancel the production for the 
2018-2019 season.
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Kayla Nuckels
Contributing Writer

Taking the stress out of choosing a major  

“Choose something that satisfies three 
criteria: something that you’re good at, 
something you enjoy and something you get 
paid well for.” 

                                                      - Daniel Adkins
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