
DRC for
students 
with spe-
cial needs

Students with special needs can 
receive help that levels the playing 
field for all students in school.

The Disability Resource Center 
(DRC) provides a variety of 
services for students with special 
needs to help make their time at 
Salt Lake Community College 
more productive.

“The DRC serves close to 2,500 
students a semester. This is more 
than any other college in the 
state,” Rod Romboy, Director of 
Disability Resource Center said.

SLCC students with special 
needs are expected to pass their 
classes just the same as non-special 
need students. The DRC offers a 
number of services to students to 
make this possible.  

The DRC provides adaptive 
equipment including tape 
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tests from the instructors; the 
student then takes the test and 
the center returns the test to the 
instructor for grading.    

Another common services the 
DRC provides is note taking. The 
center hires about 400 students each 
semester as note takers. Students 
that suffer from ADHD or other 
forms of learning disabilities may 
be in need of help with note taking. 
Also, note taking is beneficial to 
blind students. Students that have a 
need for an interpreter in class will 
also need a note taker because they 
will be concentrating on watching 
the interpreter.  Note takers earn 
$40 per class.  The $40 is paid in 
credits at the college bookstore.

Students with special needs 
are able to register early through 
the center.  This is offered so 
there will be time to arrange 
appropriate accommodations for 
the student. The sooner the class 
is chosen the easier it is to arrange 
accommodations. For example, 
a student with mobility issues 
may need to make sure they are 
enrolled in a class on the first floor 
and so they have time to get from 
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Although Google and Yahoo may 
be the common places to look for 
information to write and research 
papers, students have many other 
resources at their disposal.

Electronic Library & Information 
Environment (ELIE) contains 
collections of articles and subject-
specific resources where, “students 
can access news, research tips, 
interesting facts…and other helpful 
tools,” all available through slcc.
edu.

Nelson T. Emeric is the Supervisor 
of Circulation and Library Access 
Services at the Taylorsville 
Redwood Campus in the Markosian 
Library. Emeric teaches and helps 
students understand and use the 
many resources available to them 
in the four school libraries (South 
City, Jordan, Miller and Taylorsville 
Redwood) and online through the 
ELIE system. 

Emeric has been teaching 
information literacy training 
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Service learning: How they feel now

The student lounge at South City 
Campus is the location.  Some of Liz 
Montague’s service-learning English 
2010 class can be found here in their 
separate service learning groups 
finishing up their final presentations. 
It all comes down to this; after at least 
15 hours of volunteering with a non-
profit organization of their choice on 
top of a semester of English 2010 
classes, this is their chance to show 
everyone what they accomplished 
with their non-profit organization, 
what they got from this experience, 
and how their volunteering helped.

After sitting through a couple of 
sessions of this class, it can be said 
that this appears to be the main focus 
of this English 2010 class, opposed 
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to English. This class seemed geared 
towards volunteering hours and what 
students were able to accomplish 
(instead of working on developing 
their English skills) and use in future 
English classes. 

When students of Montague’s 
class were asked their opinion on 
being in a service-learning class at 
the beginning of the semester, most 
everyone had a positive outlook on 
the semester to come, but how do 
they feel about service learning now, 

after completing the fall semester 
class?

Service-learning student Jesse 
Brake responded by saying, “It is a 
lot more time, but the workload is the 
same or even less.” Brake continued, 
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recorders, special spellers for 
the blind, talking calculators, 
specialized keyboards and laptops. 
The DRC also provides voice 
recognition software and test taking 
software. Other services offered 
are examination accommodations 
and adaptive furniture such as 
chairs, tables and adjustable 
tables. The DRC does not offer 
tutoring services, personal aides 
and services or transportation.

Larry Landward, Advisor of the Disability Resource Center.
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Amber Jengzsch of the Disability Resource Center. The DRC  is on the second floor of the Student 
Center at the Taylorsville Redwood Campus. 
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“They help me with studying 
and staying on task,” Heather 
Ryan, physiology student said.  
“So far my experience has been 
really good.”

Testing accommodations are 
the most common need at the 
DRC. The DRC conducted 1,000 
tests last semester. The center has 
testing rooms and special testing 
accommodations for students 
needing them. The center receives 
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“None of what I learned would 
have prepared me for advanced 
English studies and very few of the 
assignments actually implemented 
ENG 1010 practices other than 
proper grammar and sentence 
structure.”

Brake went on to say, “The current 
format of service-learning focuses 
too much on the community service 
aspect and not enough on academic 
progression,” and because of this he 
said the class was not worth the effort 
and time, nor would he take another 
service-learning class in the future.

Another student said, “We had 
one day where we went over basic 
English principles, like punctuation 
and grammar, and this was because 
the class voted to do so. We did not 
learn any new English principles, but 
we did learn how to apply them to 
real life situations, like when we had 
to write a proposals.” 

“No, I would not take another 
service-learning class because I feel 
that I get more out of a traditional 
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